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spective spheres, expounded an easier code of morals, by which gratifications might be indulged, credit preserved, and money made. Chesterfield, impressing on his son the importance of good repute, repeats to bun an avowal he had heard Ohartres make, that " though "he would not give one fig for virtue, he would give ten thousand " pounds for a good character, as he could make a hundred thousand "by it." Franklin, having converted several of his youthful companions to infidelity, learns to doubt the propriety of his course, or the use of his creed, because he had lost money by them. "My " arguments," he says, " perverted some others, particularly Collins " and Ralph; but, each of these having wronged me greatly without " the least compunction, and recollecting Keith's conduct towards me, " and my own towards Vernon and Miss Eead, which at times gave " me great trouble, I began to suspect that this doctrine, though it "might be true, was not very useful."
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